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The 2012 Inter-congress of International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological 
Sciences (IUAES) is a multi-disciplinary international conference on “Children and 
Youth in a Changing World”. We will examine childhood cross-culturally and 
historically to gain the richest and best-informed perspective for looking at 
children in the present and moving forward. The Inter-congress will be organised 
by the IUAES Commission on Anthropology of Children, Youth and Childhood in 
Bhubaneswar, India during November 26-30, 2012. The principal aim of this 
congress is to bring anthropologists in academia, governmental organisations, non-
governmental organisations and agencies working on and with children from 
different parts of the world and offer them a common platform to address 
variousemerging issues relating tochildren and childhood. 

Long treated as of minor importance within anthropology, the study of childhood 
has blossomed in the last decade. Scholars interested in human evolution now 
acknowledge the importance of studying the role of culture and biology in shaping 
the life course. There is renewed interest in understanding culturally marked 
transitions and stages in children’s development. From analyses of the 
allomothering of the young to thestudy of rites of passage—both traditional and 
modern—anthropologists are reexamining and overturning many widely held 
asumptions about human development.  While cross-cultural studies of children’s 
play have a respectable history yielding a large corpus of material, there has been 
a recent explosion in ethnographic studies of children at work. Work is now seen as 
a central organizer of children’s movement from toddler to competent adult. 
Archaeologists are now “finding” evidence of childhood in the past that had 
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previously been overlooked while significant contributions to our understanding of 
human childhood emanate from studies of non-human primates. There is greater 
recognition of children’s fundamental autonomy and that their associations or 
“play groups” generate unique linguistic and cultural patterns.  

While anthropology is changing and enriching our understanding of basic principles 
of childhood, applied anthropologists are in the forefront of efforts to understand 
and aid children in stressful and rapidly changing environments. Ethnographers 
documenting children’s contributions to the household economy via sibcare or 
herding can contribute to the dialoge among those whose concern is with children 
as laborers.  Medical anthropologists are making strides in areas as diverse as 
breast-feeding and infant nutrition to the mental health and reintegration of 
former child soldiers.  In urban and urbanizing societies, cultural anthropologists 
bring their unique analytical tools to bear on children’s engagement with 
schooling, electronic media, warfare, and new family and kinship structures. 

The conference organizers would also like to invite non-anthropologists to 
participate in the discussion of contemporary childhood. These would include, but 
not be limited to, aid workers, medical personnel, representatives of national, 
international and NGO intervention programs, as well  those working with 
immigrant, refuge and displaced communities.  We are particularly anxious to 
include advocates and spokespersons for minority or tribal groups.  
 

 
                                                      Proposal for organisation of panel/scientific session Aug 15, 2011 
Notification of acceptance of panel/scientific session Sept 15, 2011 
Submission of paper/poster presentation May 1, 2012 
Notification of paper/poster pr. acceptance/rejection May 31, 2012 
Submission of the details of the panel/session May 15, 2012 
Registration with normal fee (Last date) Before September  1, 2012 
Late registration After September 1, 2012 
Conference dates November 26-30, 2012 
 
Registration Fee*** 

 
IUAES Members Before/After Deadline 
Scholars $200 / $300 
Students (to provide PDF of student ID card) $60 / $90 
Non-IUAES Members 
Scholars from Developed Countries* $300 / $400 
Scholars from Developing Countries* $260 / $360 
Students (to provide PDF of student ID card)* $100 / $130 
Delegates from India 
Scholars** Rs.2500/- / Rs.3000/- 
Students (to provide PDF of student ID card)** Rs.1500/- / Rs.2000/- 
          *Fee includes two years membership in IUAES 
**IUAES membership fee to be paid separately at the time of registration 
***Companions 50% of the usual fee 

 
Conveners
 
Professor Deepak Kumar Behera 
Chair, Commission on Children, Youth and Childhood 
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Department of Anthropology 
Sambalpur University 
India  
Professor David F. Lancy 
Member of Organising Committee, Commission on Children, Youth and Childhood  
Utah State University 
USA 
Professor Motilal Dash 
KIIT University 
Bhubaneswar 
Orissa 
India 
 
IUAES Executive Committee 

President 

Professor Peter J. M. Nas 
Cultural/Social, Western Europe 
Leiden University 
Netherlands 

Past-President 

Professor Luis Alberto Vargas 
Biological, Latin America 
National Autonomous University of Mexico 
Mexico 

Secretary-General 

Professor Junji Koizumi  
Cultural/Social, East Asia 
Osaka University 
Japan 

Senior Vice-President 

Professor Soheila Shahshahani 
Cultural/Social, Middle East 
Shahid Beheshti University 
Iran 

Vice-Presidents 

Professor Jing Jun 
Cultural/Social, East Asia 
Tsinghua University 
China 

Professor Petr Skalník 
Cultural/Social, Central Europe 
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University of Pardubice 
Czech Rep. 

Professor Andrew Spiegel 
Cultural/Social, Africa 
University of Cape Town 
South Africa 

Professor Gustavo Lins Ribeiro  
Cultural/Social, Latin America 
University of Brasilia 
Brazil 

Professor Eisaku Kanazawa  
Biological, East Asia 
Nihon University 
Japan 

Professor John Gledhill  
Cultural/Social, Western Europe 
University of Manchester 
UK 

Members-at-Large 

Professor Faye Harrison 
Cultural/Social, North America 
University of Florida 
USA 

Professor Maxwell Owusu 
Cultural/Social, Africa 
University of Michigan 
Ghana 

Professor Rajko Muršič  
Cultural/Social, Central Europe 
University of Ljubljana 
Slovenia 

Professor Charles Suzanne  
Biological, Western Europe 
Free University of Brussels 
Belgium 

Professor Paul Nchoji Nkwi  
Cultural/Social, Africa 
University of Yaounde I 
Cameroon 

Professor Thomas Anton Reuter  
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Cultural/Social, Oceania 
Monash University 
Australia 

Treasurer 

Professor Andrew Spiegel 
Cultural/Social, Africa 
University of Cape Town 
South Africa 

Director of Publications 

Professor E. L. Cerroni-Long  
Cultural/Social, North America 
Eastern Michigan university 
USA 

International Organising Committee  

Prof. Margaret Trawick 
Massey University  
New Zealand  
Prof. Lucia Rabello de Castro 
University of Rio de Janerio 
Brazil 
Dr. Jill Swart-Kruger 
University of South Africa 
South Africa  
Professor Christine Robinson Finnan 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology 
College of Charleston, Charleston 
USA 
 
National Organising Committee 
 
 
Local Organising Committee 
 
 
 
 
For further details, contact: Professor Deepak Kumar Behera, Chair, IUAES Commission on 
Anthropology of Children, Youth and Childhood, Dept. of Anthropology, Sambalpur University, Sambalpur-
768 019, Orissa, INDIA, Phone: +91-663-2432660 (O), +91-663-2405426 (R), E-mail: 
<behera.dk@gmail.com> 
 
 


